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Statement of prebaple cause concernlng an aircraflt

ceceident which occurred to an airplane »f United

41r Lines Transport Corporatioca on Ostochker 30, 1939
near Cheyenns, Wyowming

To the Director ~f Al1r Commerce

On October 30, 1525 at about 7 40 p.m. al a point approximately five miles
south of Creyenne, Wyoming, & commercilally owned alrplane, while being flovrn on a
test flight, crashed with resultant deatn te all on board and the complete desiruc-
fiom of the aircraft.

The airplane, a Roeing, medel 247-D, was owned by the Jnited Air Lines Transe
port Corporation of Chicase and bors Department of Commerce license number NCU=13323,
The pilot, arion T. Arrold of Cheyenne, Wyoming, neld a lepartrent of Commerce
trensport pilot's licenses . A Yantis and L. ns bheuffmen, insirument mechenics
for the company, ana Hanley G. Cohn, a pilot for anctuer air line, were riding with
the pilet 11 an official capacity.

This fli.ht was for the purpose of checking the performance of the airpla .=,
instruments and engines folloving a routine change of engrnes and lnstrumenis. &4 b
& flight regulres anrupt test manecavers. Tas wewther at tae tilre indicated a
gceiling of 1RC0C feet, visibility 15 riles ana light snow. Other pilots in tne vi-
cinity at the iime reportea sufficient 1ce formations on their windshields to

phstruct forward visicn.

T™e¢ airplane took »ff frem the Cheyenne lunicipal dirport at about 7:20 pals
Just before thse accideni 1t was observed flying towsard the northeasi 1n level
flight end at a low altitude over a point approximately three and one-half miles
south of Cheyemne. Shortly after this 1t was scen to start making & right turn
from which 11 crashed.

Vhether or not the last turn was beling made as a test mansuver cannot be de-
termined. 4 left hand turn would have afforded more visibiliaity and would have kept
the zirplane over lover terrain. The .08 WesS zesn to suddenly drop and the zir-
plane dived 1nto the ground at an angle ol aoout 709 and with the right wing
sligntly love Fire followed immediutely.

An examination of the wreckage «1d not ind:cate any failure o. malfunctioning
ef any pert of the airplane or engiies. 1t 1s reasonable 4o believe that the wind-
st1eld was 1ced sufficiently to obscure forward visiom but this would not have
nirdered the »ilot materially as ke nhad & full complement of navigation instrumenis
and presumabl_ hod unobstructed visicn out either side.

It 1s the opirien of the Accident Board that the probable cause of this accl-
dent was poor Judguwent sn the part of ihe pilet for cxscating an abrupt maneuver
a1tn 1nsufficient altitude for safety and failure of tre pilot to melnialn proper

contrel of the aircraft daring this mana_ ver. Hespectfully submilied,
(advisory J. L. fimmey, 4w Lire lnspecior) SLCIDET s0x3D

Jesse W. Lanxford (Sec‘y) R. %. Schroeder, Cnief Richard C. Gazley, Chief rngineer
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